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  "Without any expectation of it, 
without ever having the thought in 
my mind that there was any such 
thing for me, without any recollection 
that I had ever heard the thing 
mentioned by any person in the 
world, the Holy Spirit descended 
upon me in a manner that seemed to 
go through me, body and soul. I 
could feel the impression, like a 
wave of electricity, going through 
and through me. Indeed it seemed to 
come in waves and waves of liquid 

love; for I could not express it in any other way. It seemed like the breath of God. 
I can recollect distinctly that it seemed to fan me, like immense wings." –Charles 
Finney 
  
 The Second Great Awakening began in 1780.  Some say it lasted for sixty 
years, but others say that it continued in another wave that is called the Layman's 
Revival, which continued all the way through 1861.  It was a move of God that 
called sinners and Christians to repentance.  The move of God came with 
physical manifestations of crying, trembling, and groaning.  The newspapers 
reported that the revival meetings were "rowdy."  They were often very loud and 
went long into the night.  Some of the churches that had sprung up as a result of 
the First Great Awakening feared that these new revival meetings relied too 
heavily on human emotions.  Some said that there was too much teaching about 
hell. 
 This revival was not confined to the church only.  In fact, it affected all of 
society and politics.  Out of this awakening came the abolitionist movement in 
America (much like the First Great Awakening pressed the abolition of slavery in 
Britain), the women’s suffrage movement (women being given the right to vote 
and to control their own property), and the temperance movement (which led to 
the banning of selling alcohol).  Charles Finney, who is perhaps the most 
prominent preacher of this revival, believed and preached very strongly that the 
Gospel saves people, but it is also the means by which we can reform society.  
Finney believed that Christians could and should change the world.  Finney 
himself was the son of poor farmers and the youngest of 15 children.  He was not 
highly educated and didn't have money or position.  But none of this stopped 
Finney from following the call of God to preach and to reform society!  At his 
meetings, Finney called upon converts to pledge themselves to the abolitionist 
and suffrage movements.  When church elders suggested condemning Finney's 
revival meetings because they were too excessive, Finney stood up and 



suggested that the elders be condemned for "lukewarmness in religion."  That 
ended the debate. 
 One time Finney visited a cotton mill.  The conviction of the Holy Spirit 
was so strong--even though Finney had not said a word, that the factory owner 
shut down the mill and told the workers to attend to religion.  Three-thousand 
people were saved! 
 Finney pioneered a style of nightly revival meetings and asking converts to 
publicly respond by standing or coming forward which paved the way for future 
revivalists such as D.L. Moody, Billy Sunday, and Billy Graham. 
 As the Second Great Awakening matured, so did the sound of the revival.  
We have some of our best loved hymns as a result of these revival meetings.  
One of these hymns is “Just As I Am,” by Charlotte Elliot.  Charlotte had been a 
very vivacious young woman, but an illness left her weak and sickly.  She 
struggled greatly with feeling useless and unworthy of Christ.  Finally, one day in 
despair, she asked a visiting minister what to do about her doubts.  He told her to 
come to Christ, just as she was.  She could hardly believe it!  She asked, "Do I 
not have to do better, make more progress, and improve more before I believe in 
the Lord Jesus?"  He repeated, "Come to Jesus just as you are." 
 Shortly after this conversation, she penned the words to the hymn, "Just 
As I Am", which is still a popular song for revival meetings and altar calls! 

 
 

If you sometimes feel ordinary or not capable of doing great things for God, 
remember that greatness begins with an encounter with God!  And God is waiting 
to meet you, just as you are!

 
 

The Key to the Second Great Awakening: 
 

When ordinary people come in contact with an 
extraordinary God, they can change the world! 

 



Just As I Am 
 
Just as I am, without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was shed for me, 
And that Thou bid'st me come to Thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come! I come! 
 
Just as I am, and waiting not 
To rid my soul of one dark blot; 
To Thee whose blood can cleanse each spot, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 
 
Just as I am, though tossed about 
With many a conflict, many a doubt; 
Fightings within, and fears without, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 
 
Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 
Sight, riches, healing of the mind; 
Yes, all I need, in Thee to find, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 
 
Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 
 
Just as I am, Thy love unknown 
Has broken every barrier down; 
Now, to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 



The Second Great Awakening 
 
 
For further reflection: 
 
1. What do you think qualifies a person to be used by God?  Do they need to be 
educated, wealthy, or very religious?   
 
2. What makes a song inspire people for generations?  Does it take the most 
creative composition and original arranging?  Does it take a musical education?  
How do you think being poor in spirit affects the writing of worship songs? 
 
 
 
 
For further research: 
 
1. Make a list of the people God used in the Bible to bring us the Messiah.  List 
everyone you can think of who played a part:  David, Elizabeth, John the Baptist, 
Mary, Joseph, Judas, Herod, etc.  Then write next to their names what qualified 
them to be used. 
 
2. Look up verses in the Bible about repentance.  What do you think the 
connection is between repentance and revival? 
 
3. Research what was happening in America during the Second Great 
Awakening.  How do you think this revival affected the political and cultural 
happenings of that time? 
 
 
 


