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Introduction
Why is it when one thinks of an environmentalist, one is much more likely to
picture a sometimes militant, tree-hugging, yoga-doing, New Age hippy than an
evangelical church-going Christian?
When is the last time you heard a sermon on caring for the earth?
Your church most likely has a kitchen, but does it have a community garden?
We’ve seen petitions passed around church on everything from school prayer to
same-sex marriage, but we’ve never seen a petition in church for labeling Genetically
Modified Food or a Backyard Chicken Initiative.

Creation Care is a Moral Issue
As Christians when we think of moral issues,
we tend to think in high terms of the sanctity of life,
the sacredness of marriage, the holiness of the
Church. While these are indeed precious values
deserving our highest theological thought, we tend to
forget that when the Apostle Paul was addressing
moral issues he got right down to brass tacks: eating
and drinking. “So whether you eat or drink, or
whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” (1 Corinthians 10:31)
In the book UnChristian: What a New Generation Really Thinks About
Christianity, the author points to specific areas where Christian virtue shines and one
startling area where it really doesn’t.
Compared to their non-Christian counterparts, Christians are less likely to use
profanity in public (26 percent compared to 38 percent). They are more likely to help
someone in poverty (53 percent compared to 45 percent). They are less likely to
purchase lottery tickets (26 percent compared to 34 percent). And, they are less likely to
recycle (68 percent compared to 79 percent).1 Studies have shown that professed atheists
are 25 percent more likely to support environmental protection measures than evangelical
Christians.2
If we had to give a report card to the Church for how it has been responding to the
commission we inherited from Adam and Eve to care for the garden, the Church would
not be passing. However, it was God who in Genesis 1:31 looked at all He had made and
behold, it was very good. The earth was not an afterthought so we could merely have
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some place to stand or something to do. The earth was made first and then mankind was
placed in the garden. When the Lord set Adam there in the garden, it was so that he
could dress it and keep it. Let’s look at those two commands.
To dress (`abad) means to serve, to labor, and to work for another.
Principle #1
In caring for the earth,
we are not working for ourselves, but for God.

What does it mean to labor in a garden?
Certainly, even before the Fall, there were things to tend,
as this command came before the thorns and thistles of
Genesis 3:18. There was planting, harvesting, and areas
to design and to arrange. These commands are still ours
by inheritance—as are the thorns and thistles! And yet,
we do not live in an agrarian society. How then are we
to participate in the command to work the earth? This starts by realizing that we really
are connected to the earth. You can take any work we do and keep tracing it back to its
source and at the bottom of it all is the land. The land is what makes all other work
possible—whether it is the iron locked away in a mountain, or the wool extracted from
the sheep, or the oil hidden in the depths of the ocean that fuels our enterprise. We are
connected to the earth. All our labor comes from, and in one way or another, affects the
land.
This land, however, does not belong to us. This is confirmed elsewhere in
Scripture. David writes in Psalms 24 that the earth is the Lord’s and everything in it!
This is echoed in Deuteronomy 10:14 (To the LORD your God belong the heavens, even
the highest heavens, the earth and everything in it.) and 1 Corinthians 10:28 (the
earth is the LORD's, and all its fullness). God minces no words with the Children of
Israel when He says, “The land is mine and you reside in my land as foreigners and
strangers.” (Leviticus 25:23)
When we have a real understanding of this, it changes the way we interact with
the land. It is not ours to use, waste, or abuse. It belongs wholly to another and we are
only stewards of it!
Principle #2
As children of God,
we are guardians of God’s creation!

The second job God assigned to Adam in the garden was to keep the garden. To
keep (shamar) means to guard, to watch, to preserve, and to protect. It’s the same word
translated in “keeping” the law and “being a watchman.”

Why does the land need a protector? Inherent in this command is the fact that
there is a threat. We know from Genesis 3 that sin entered the world through an act of
pride, demonstrated through an environmental act. Adam and Eve picked a fruit that was
not theirs to pick. Because they disobeyed, they put themselves and the land under a
curse. From that point forward they still had to work the land, but there would be thorns,
thistles, pain and sweat.
The root of the threat to the land is sin. As protectors of the land, we must be on
our guard against the pride and disrespect that would exploit and ruin the land. Our job is
not merely to extract resources from the earth, nor to keep things barely functioning. We
have been set as watchmen over it and will one day have to give an account for what God
has called very good.
If then we believe that the earth is God’s and that mankind was commissioned to
steward it, aren’t we already doing that? Not according to the Apostle Paul.
For all creation is waiting eagerly for that future day when God will
reveal who his children really are. Against its will, all creation was
subjected to God's curse. But with eager hope, the creation looks
forward to the day when it will join God's children in glorious freedom
from death and decay. For we know that all creation has been groaning
as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. And we
believers also groan, even though we have the Holy Spirit within us as
a foretaste of future glory, for we long for our bodies to be released
from sin and suffering. We, too, wait with eager hope for the day when
God will give us our full rights as his adopted children, including the
new bodies he has promised us. (Romans 8:19-23)

Not only are we linked to creation, creation is linked to us. When God’s children
come into their glorious freedom (that Christ has already paid for!), then creation itself
will be delivered from its present bondage.
The revelation and glory that belongs to the children of God is not just for us. It
is for all of creation, which has been eagerly waiting for us!

Love Thy Neighbor
Living, as we do, in an urban setting where we visit
farms for a field trip and have to make a reservation at a
campground in order to experience “nature,” we often forget
how much our lives are tied to the earth. Living, as we do,
in a charismatic Christian context, where the word
“supernatural” is part of our everyday lingo, we often forget
how our lives are truly tied to the natural.
Jesus, however, was quite comfortable with the
fusion of natural and supernatural. Being God, He put on
flesh. The mystery that is the Incarnation can inform our
everyday practical theology, not just the Christmas pageant.

The natural, physical world in which we have been placed is important and
valuable. God has confirmed this repeatedly throughout history. Jesus came in flesh and
blood. He likened Himself to water and bread; the Word, to seeds; souls, to harvested
grain. He used natural metaphors of bread and wine to describe His own Body and the
means by which we would be saved. Yet it is still said by some believers, “This earth is
going to be destroyed anyway, so why bother?” However, we don’t apply that same
logic to ourselves. Who in desperate pain has ever said, “There’s no sense in praying for
healing, because this body will die someday anyway?” The fact that Jesus went about
healing physical bodies affirms His care for the natural world.
Ultimately, God affirmed the value of the natural world by using it as the means
to save our souls. He could have continued making occasional supernatural appearances
on earth as He did through the entire Old Testament. Instead, He put on flesh, lived
among us, died in front of us, was buried with us, and redeemed fallen creation in the
resurrection.
It was not a momentary spiritual visitation (a theophany) that gave us instructions
on how to live. Rather, it was the Incarnational Jesus who said, “Love thy neighbor.”
What does this love look like? Is it that warm-fuzzy “Kumbaya” feeling? Virtues are not
merely feelings, they have form. We have an Incarnational Lord who expects us to also
live Incarnationally. “I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I
live by faith in the Son of God.” (Galatians 2:20)
Principle #3
We must live the Incarnational Gospel
in every aspect of our natural lives.

James warns us not to tell our neighbors “be warm and fed” while ignoring their
real-life needs.
Suppose you see a brother or sister who has no food or clothing, and
you say, "Good-bye and have a good day; stay warm and eat well"—
but then you don't give that person any food or clothing. What good
does that do? (James 2:15-16)

We propose that in order to truly love our neighbors, we must be concerned with
the land on which they live, the air of which they breathe, the food that sustains them and
gives them health, and the earth that provides this all. Craig Goodwin writes, “We have a
special commission as God’s people to care and advocate for the poor and…we can’t
advocate for the poor in places like Haiti without addressing deforestation and
sustainable agricultural practices. We can’t love our neighbors without also caring for
the creation that sustains our neighbors with work and food and health. Loving our
neighbor is an environmental act.”

This environmental/food supply issue is not only a
problem in Third World countries. Many are surprised to
learn that there are people in their very own communities
going to bed hungry. “Food secure” describes households
where there is access at all times to enough food for an
active, healthy life for all household members. In 2010,
14.5 percent of the people (that’s 17.2 million!) in the
United States were “food insecure” at some point.3 This
means at some point in the year there were people in our
own communities who were unable to obtain or unsure of
how to secure enough food to meet the needs of all their
household members. Some of these people sit next to us
at church, take the bus with us to work, and live next door.
That some amongst us are without food is not due to a lack of resources. In fact,
there is abundant waste of resources. There is approximately one pound per person per
day of wasted edible food in the United States. That’s over 100 billion pounds of food
per year!4 This number includes only consumer food; it does not include farms and food
suppliers! This food waste, unprecedented in history, not only contributes to food
insecurity, it contributes to overfull landfills and urban pollution. This fact helps confirm
that food supply is an environmental issue.
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The Most Important Environmental Issue is Our Food Supply
Issues of caring for the environment have long separated those who consider
themselves “conservative” from those who consider themselves “progressive” or
“liberal.” The environmental conversation is hotly political and often shrouded in
controversy. It’s the saving of the whales versus the Native American fishermen. It’s the
almost proverbial logger versus the spotted owl. It’s outlawing light bulbs and
government mandating “green jobs.” It’s the debate on overpopulation and population
control.
As people of God, we perhaps know immediately where we stand on all or some
of those issues and often that pits us against others in the world when it comes to
environmentalism. Unfortunately, the baby gets thrown out with the bath water.
There is, however, one issue that should unite all of us—regardless of our other
political leanings—we should have a food supply that doesn’t harm us and that is
abundant for all of us. We should have food that is raised with integrity, upholding
mankind’s mandate to care for and not to harm the earth.
Sadly, this is not what we currently have. We’ve heard about obesity rates in this
country and we know that preventable causes of disease are on the rise. But, the issue
goes deeper. We are facing a potential food crisis in this country. Simply put, our
agricultural practices are not sustainable. The vast use of chemicals in order to grow our
food and the further industrialization of our food supply is causing a myriad of health
problems and crop failures. Shannon Hayes writes:
Owing to this industrialized global food production system, over the
last 100 years, 75 percent of plant genetic diversity has been lost and 30
percent of livestock breeds are at risk of extinction. 75 percent of the
world’s food comes from 12 plants and only 5 animal species, making
our global food supply highly vulnerable to disease and famine.5

While this affects all of us, it particularly affects the poor who may not be able to
afford or have access to organic food sources. In addition, it is the laboring class who has
the greatest exposure to harmful substances and practices in the production of our food.
If one of our major crops fail, it will affect all of us, but especially those already living on
the brink of destitution.
Yet, God is gracious who gives us caution before coming disasters, so that those
that understand the times might provide a light for those in darkness. We have several
Biblical examples of this. The sons of Issachar in 1 Chronicles understood the times and
had wisdom for what God’s people were to do. Joseph in Genesis 41 was warned of a
coming food crisis. He did not panic, but prepared in faith, knowing that God would
protect the people.
If we ask Him, God has promised to supply us liberally with wisdom (James 1:5).
We can walk in the same kind of wisdom and understanding as Jesus did! (Isaiah 11:2,
Romans 8:32)
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Principle #4
As God has given us a spirit of wisdom
and understanding, we have a
responsibility to our communities.

The Church’s Role In Creation Care
Over the years there have been a few voices in the Church (e.g., Francis Schaeffer
and Tony Campolo) who have spoken long and loud about creation care. Yet, the
majority of the Church still has not fully-engaged in the conversation to make any
significant movement. For far too long the world has dominated the conversation about
environmental issues, while the Church quibbles about not worshipping creation. While
we sweat out our theological issues about ecology, we are missing an important
opportunity to be salt and light. Tony Campolo wrote:
If we in the church do not act, other religious groups, such as the New
Age movement, will step in and usurp a cause to which God has called
us. Christians must set the agenda. We are the people who must
declare the salvation of God for the cosmos. The church must lead the
way for ecological renewal. God has commissioned His people to be
the agents through whom He rescues this world from its polluted
condition (Romans 8:19-23). Let us be faithful.6

The government can provide its answers of mandating this and that and regulating
this and that, as it responds to ever changing reports on what the earth’s climate is doing.
The answer, however, does not lie wholly in the lap of the government. The
responsibility lies, primarily, with those who accept God’s charge to Adam and Eve to
dress and keep the earth. The responsibility lies with those who believe the earth is the
Lord’s (and everything in it!) and that we are His stewards. The Church is the key!
Remember that all creation, which was subjected against its will to the curse of sin, is
waiting for us to be delivered from sin, so that it can also throw off its bonds.
As Christians who understand and accept the mandate to steward God’s land, we
have an unique opportunity to reframe the environmental and food movement
conversation in the context of God’s immense love for the world. It is because of His
love for the world that He put on flesh and in that flesh told us to love our neighbors.

Principle #5
The Church holds the missing key to
confronting ecological and food issues.
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In our world today, loving our neighbor might look like a community garden next
to a McDonald’s in the middle of the city—in order to give urban children a chance to
see where their food comes from and to offer an alternative to the standard fare available.
Loving our neighbor might look like petitioning local farmers’ markets to accept
food stamps.
Loving our neighbor might look like educational programs
and cooking classes to teach homemakers how to make a menu plan
that will fill hungry stomachs, give strength to the body, and stretch
families’ budgets.
Loving our neighbors may actually mean spending a little
extra on groceries so local farmers can keep their farms and remain
an economic and agricultural force in the local community.
The Church has a role in all of this! The Church—
incarnationally living the message of Jesus—is crucial in this
conversation! It is time we started asking some tough questions:

What Would Jesus Buy?
What Would Jesus Eat?
How Would Jesus Care For His Own Creation?
Again Campolo wrote:
I believe that a repentant people who have yielded their lives to Christ
will find the strength to exercise the kind of self-control that the world
needs. In Him, we will be able to escape the bondage to the culturally
prescribed consumeristic life-style that has brought us to the brink of
environmental disaster. I believe that in Him, we will be able to reject
the comforts which we wrongly believe are both necessary and
desirable. I believe that in His power, we will be able to opt for a
thoughtful, careful way of living which will make concern for others
and a sensitivity to God's creation the basic motivations for all that we
will and do. Those who would save the environment must themselves
be saved. Those who would see a new heaven and a new earth that is
full of His beauty and glory must, themselves, be filled with His beauty
and glory. The environment has an awesome resilience if we just give it
a chance.7
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God never gives us a command without equipping us to accomplish it. The
Provision Room believes God can, and will, give us wisdom and Kingdom strategies to
accomplish the command to care for the earth. It is time for God’s children to get God’s
mind on the issues of sustainability, food, farming, and healing the land.
…if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves
and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I
hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.
(2 Chronicles 7:14)

Call To Action
Perhaps you are wondering what you and your church could do to promote
creation care, to provide healthy food for your community, to enter the sustainable food
movement in a way that is relevant for the community you love and serve. We certainly
do not have all the answers, but we are willing to seek out the answers with you!
The Provision Room wants to encourage God’s people to action! Graham Cooke
said, “You might have a vision for your life, but a vision without a plan is just wishful
thinking.”
Although we’ve addressed these steps to church leaders, they could equally be
applied and adapted for small groups, schools, small businesses, large companies, or
neighborhood groups. Here are some steps you can take immediately:
1. Launch a 30 Day Fast Food Free Challenge® for your church!
Pledge for just 30 days to eat intentionally—food that is good for the body, the
soul, and the community.
“So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”
(1 Corinthians 10:31)
2. Start a community garden!
If you have even just a little plot of land at your church or home, open it up to the
neighbors. Teach those in your neighborhood how to grow simple fruits and vegetables
and everyone shares in the bounty!
"Land that drinks in the rain often falling on it and that produces a crop useful to
those for whom it is farmed receives the blessing of God." (Hebrews 6:7)
3. Start a fruit and vegetable exchange!
So many people have produce that they don’t use. Arrange a day where people in
your congregation and neighborhood can bring their excess food and trade with one
another so that none of the harvest is wasted.
“Much food is in the fallow ground of the poor, And for lack of justice there is
waste.” (Proverbs 13:23)

4. Begin making small changes in your church!
Do you have a coffee time? Why not switch to Fair Trade coffee? Instead of
using Styrofoam cups at your fellowship times, switch to recycled paper or, better yet,
real cups that can be washed and reused! Consider letting a local family farm provide
dinner for your next board meeting, rather than ordering pizza.
“Do not despise these small beginnings, for the LORD rejoices to see the work
begin…” (Zechariah 4:10)
5. Preach a sermon (or a series!) on Creation Care!
Or focus a Sunday School lesson around eating and drinking for God’s glory.
Find ways to communicate to your congregation that this is a value of the Church.
“We have come to bring you the Good News that you should turn from these
worthless things and turn to the living God, who made heaven and earth, the sea, and
everything in them. In the past he permitted all the nations to go their own ways, but he
never left them without evidence of himself and his goodness. For instance, he sends you
rain and good crops and gives you food and joyful hearts." (Acts 14:15-17)
6. Encourage your congregation to use Farmers’ Markets.
Perhaps start a Saturday morning group that goes to the market together and
picnics afterwards. Perhaps begin using produce from the market to supply food to your
benevolence ministry. You could even use your church parking lot to host a weekly
market!
“What does it take to break us out of our isolation and forge authentic
connections in community?...What if our whole life was like a farmer’s market, where we
know and care for the people who produce the things we consume?” –Craig Goodwin
7. Ask your members if the church could use their yards to grow food for the
hungry.
Volunteers could help tend all these little gardens all over the city. And the
produce can be used to feed the needy in your community. Take
inspiration from the Victory Gardens of World War II, where
Americans grew 40% of the nation’s produce from their own
backyards!
“I will bring back the captives of my people Israel; They shall
build the waste cities and inhabit them; They shall plant vineyards
and drink wine from them; They shall also make gardens and eat fruit
from them.” (Amos 9:14)

We would love to partner with you on this journey to whole, intentional, sustainable, and
ethical living! Daja and Kristina of The Provision Room are available to speak to your
church, small group, or Bible study. Keep up to date with us via our website for
resources that will be beneficial for fully engaging in this movement!

